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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AO NO. 2007-37

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY REPEALING
ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTIONS 4.40.125 AND 21.10.028, URBAN
DESIGN COMMISSION, AND AMENDING AMC CHAPTER 7.40 TO REMOVE THE
URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION FROM THE JURY IN SELECTION OF ART IN
PUBLIC FACILITIES, AND PROVIDING FOR TRANSITION OF ADVISORY URBAN
DESIGN COMMISSION WORK IN PROGRESS TO THE PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION.

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS:

Section 1. Anchorage Municipal Code section 4.40.125 is hereby repealed in its

entirety:
4.40.125 [URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION.]

[THERE IS ESTABLISHED AN URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION TO EXERCISE THE
POWERS AND DUTIES MORE PARTICULARLY SET FORTH IN TITLE 21.]

(CAC 2.64.520--2.64.540; AO No. 81-180; AO No. 82-167; AO No. 84-30; AO No. 85-
160, 1-8-86; AO No. 97-145, § 1, 12-9-97; AO No. 2000-114, § 1, 1-9-01; AO No. 2004-
68, § 1, 4-13-04)

Section 2. Anchorage Municipal Code chapter 7.40, Regulations Governing Funds
For Works Of Art In Public Facilities, is amended to read as follows:

7.40.003 Jury selection.

A. The public art committee shall recommend a panel of jurors to the mayor who shall
appoint a jury to select artwork for each construction project with proposed capital
expenditures in excess of $1,000,000.00. A jury shall consist of at least seven
members and inciude [ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE URBAN DESIGN
COMMISSION,] one representative from the Anchorage Arts Advisory Commission,
one representative from the historical and fine arts commission, the project designer,
a representative from the user department or Anchorage School District and at least
two interested local residents.

AIM 47-2007
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7.40.004 Jury.
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H. Within five working days after rendering a decision, a jury shall provide
written notice of its selection to [THE URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION,] the
Anchorage Arts Advisory Commission, the historical and fine arts commission,
the public art committee and the administration. Neither a commission nor the
administration may reject a jury selection except as provided in subsection G of
this section.

*kk RR *kek

(AR No. 79-109; AO No. 80-79; AR No. 81-270; AO No. 84-30; AR No. 87-309,
1-1-88; AO No. 91-41)

Section 3. Anchorage Municipal Code section 21.10.028, Urban Design Commission,
is hereby repealed in its entirety:

21.10.028 [URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION.]

{THERE SHALL BE AN URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION, WHICH SHALL HAVE
THE FOLLOWING POWERS AND DUTIES:

A. ADVISE THE MAYOR AND ASSEMBLY REGARDING URBAN DESIGN
MATTERS.

B. REVIEW AND DECIDE SPECIAL LIMITATIONS OF ZONING MAP
AMENDMENTS, CONDITIONAL USES, PLATS AND SITE PLANS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH AUTHORITY DELEGATED BY THE PLANNING AND
ZONING COMMISSION OR PLATTING BOARD UNDER THIS TITLE.

C. HEAR AND DECIDE UPON APPLICATIONS FOR HIGHWAY
LANDSCAPING APPROVAL UNDER SECTION 21.45.130.

D. REVIEW AND DECIDE UPON STREET AND HIGHWAY LANDSCAPE
PLANS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24.15.030.

E. REVIEW AND DECIDE UPON PUBLIC FACILITY PROJECT
LANDSCAPING PLANS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 21.15.025. :

F. REVIEW AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PLANNING AND
ZONING COMMISSION ON PUBLIC FACILITY SITE PLANS.



-
COO~-~NOOTAhWN=

AABRAWOWWWWWWWWWWNNNNNDNNNNNNNN S Qaadaaaaaa
N=a2OO0OO~-~NOOOPRWN_,OOONOOOMPLON_2OODOO-NOOAWN-

AO 2007-37
Page 3 of 4

G. REVIEW AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MAYOR AND
ASSEMBLY REGARDING PLANS OF GOVERNMENT AGENCIES NOT
EXEMPT BY LAW FROM SUCH REVIEW, FOR CONSTRUCTION IN, UPON
OR ADJACENT TO MUNICIPAL PROPERTY, INCLUDING STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS, CONCERNING THE COMPATIBILITY OF THE CONSTRUCTION
WITH URBAN DESIGN STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES.

H. REVIEW AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MAYOR AND
ASSEMBLY REGARDING ANY STATE CR MUNICIPAL PLAN OR PROGRAM
AFFECTING URBAN DESIGN OR AESTHETICS IN THE MUNICIPALITY.
THESE PLANS SHALL BE REVIEWED BY THE PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION PRIOR TO TRANSMITTAL TO THE MAYOR OR ASSEMBLY.

I. PREPARE AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON DESIGN STANDARDS
AND GUIDELINES, ORDINANCES AFFECTING URBAN DESIGN, AND URBAN
DESIGN STUDIES AND PLANS TO THE MAYOR AND ASSEMBLY. THESE
STANDARDS, ORDINANCES AND PLANS SHALL BE REVIEWED BY THE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION PRIOR TO SUBMITTAL TO THE
MAYOR OR ASSEMBLY.

J. ANNUALLY, BEFORE PREPARATION OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM, PREPARE AND SUBMIT TO THE MAYOR A LIST OF PUBLIC
FACILITY PROJECTS NEEDING LANDSCAPING BUT NOT SCHEDULED FOR
MAJOR REMODELING, CONSTRUCTION OR RECONSTRUCTION. THE LIST
SHALL INCLUDE COST ESTIMATES FOR EACH PROJECT AND INDICATE
EACH PROJECT'S PRIORITY.

K. DEVELOP, ADOPT AND RECOMMEND TO THE ASSEMBLY A STREET
AND HIGHWAY LANDSCAPE PLAN, AND RECOMMEND MEASURES TO
IMPLEMENT THAT PLAN. THIS PLAN SHALL BE REVIEWED BY THE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION PRIOR TO SUBMITTAL TO THE
MAYOR OR ASSEMBLY.

L. EXERCISE SUCH OTHER POWERS, AND PERFORM SUCH OTHER
DUTIES, AS ARE PROVIDED BY LAW ]

(CAC 2.64.520--2.64.540; AO No. 81-180; AO No. 82-167; AO No. 84-30; AO
No. 85-160, 1-8-86)

Section 4. Within 30 days of passage and approval, the Planning Department shall
redirect to the Planning and Zoning Commission advisory work in progress before the
Urban Design Commission.
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Section 5. Within 30 days of passage and approval, the Planning Department shall
prepare by resolution for adoption by the Assembly, repeal of the Urban Design
Commission regulations set out in AMCR 21.13 and recommendation for additional
Planning and Zoning Commission regulations necessitated by repeal of the Urban
Design Commission.

Section 6. Upon passage and approval, the Code Revisor shall delete any cross
references to the Urban Design Commission in the Anchorage Municipal Code.

Section 7. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and
approval by the Assembly.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this day of
, 2007.

Chair

ATTEST:

Municipal Clerk



MEMORANDUM

To: Chris Birch, Assembly Member
Through: Julia Tucker, Assembly Counsel
From: Susan Lutz, Legal Research Analyst
Date: January 12, 2007

Subject: Urban Design Commission

Historical Origin of Urban Design Commission: In 1968, the City of Anchorage
Code (CAC) enacted Section 2.104, the Urban Beautification Commission. This
commission had many advisory powers and duties, including the review of “proposed
plans of federal, state, borough and city governments concerning structures,
appurtenances or other improvements in, upon or adjacent to city property, including
city streets, sidewalks,” as well as the investigation of public nuisances and advising
private property owners in relation to beautification. The commission was carried over
after unification and eventually renamed the Urban Design Commission, with
modifications of its powers and duties.

Title 21 “Rewrite”: On November 21, 2006, the Planning Department introduced AO
2006-172. In accordance with the revised planning schedule for the Title 21 Rewrite
Project approved by resolution AR 2006-27 on January 24, 2006, this is the first
ordinance to begin the adoption of certain new sections of Title 21 after the more than
five—year consultant and pubic review process of rewriting the land use code. Section 2
of that ordinance includes adoption of a new chapter 21.02, which includes the powers
and duties of the Urban Design Commission.

Notes, Comments & Drafts: We have collected excerpts, including information from
the MOA Planning webpage notes of the meeting of July 29, 2005 -- the Title 21
Committee review of the section on the Urban Design Commission. That committee was
established by the Assembly and met regularly to methodically review, under the
direction of Debbie Ossiander and Dan Coffey, every section of the proposed new title.
The Planning Department also has an annofated page which shows changes from an
earlier public review draft. THE PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT OF SEPTEMBER 2008 is the final
version appended to AO 2006-172 for consideration by the Assembly. Public hearing on
AO 2006-172 was first opened on January 2, 2007.

Elimination of the Urban Design Commission: In addition to Title 21 revisions,
elimination of the Urban Design Commission requires repeal of AMC 4.40.125 (under
boards and commissions) and all of the UDC regulations set out in AMCR 21.13. The
UDC also is a member of the jury in the selection process for works of art in public
facilities under Chapter 7.40. That duty is repeated in the new subsection
21.02.080A.2.d.

Reference Documents: Current code on the Urban Design Commission in Title 21,
and the packet of Title 21 Rewrite comments and code on the UDC are attached as
PDF documents.
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Chapter 21.02: Boards, Commissions, and Munlicipal Administration
8e8c.21.02.070 Board of Adjustment

21.02.070 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

A.

Powers and Duties

As authorized by section 5.07 of the Anchorage Municipal Home Rule Charter and AMC section
4.05.020, there shall be a board of adjustment, which shall have the responsibilities set forth in
subsaction 21.03.040A.1., to be carrled out in accordance with the terms of this title.

Composition

There shall be a three-member board of adjusiment with two alternates, whose members are
nominated by the mayor and confirmed by the assembly for three-year staggered terms. The
board's seats shall he designated seats 1, 2, and 3.

Qualifications

The board of adjustment shall include at least one attorney and at least one person with practical
experience and knowledge of planning.

21.02.080 URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION

A Powers and Duties
There shall be an urban design commission, which shall have the following responsiblliies to be
carried out in accordance with the terms of this title.
1. The urban design commission has decision-making authority over the following:

a. Major site plan reviews;

b. Landscaping and streetscape and pedestrian facilities for streets of collector
classification or greater in the Official Sireets and Highways Plan, and for trall
projects involving all trails for which any porfion utilizes publicly-owned land,
easements, or rights-of-way that are over one-half mile in length;

c. Prefiminary plats, when a major site plan review creates a subdivision or reguires
the vacation of a dedicated public area, and the commission directs in the major
site plan approval that it shall act as the platting authorily (21.03.180F.);

d. Unified development plats, where the site plan includes a large commercial
establishment;

e. Variances from the provisions of chapter 21.11, Signs;

f. Appeals of administrative site plan reviews; and

g. Appeals of the direclor's decision regarding subsection 21.12.0608., Bringing
Characteristics Into Compliance.

2, The urban design commission shall:

a. Advise the mayor, assembly, and planning and zoning commission regarding
urban design, northern climate design, and winter city design matters, including
design-related amendments 1o the comprehensive plan and titie 21.

Titte 21: Land Use Planning PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT - SEPTEMBER 2008

Anchorage, Alaska Page 11
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Chapter 21.02: Boards, Commissions, and Municipal Administration
$6¢.21.02.080 Geotechnical Advisory Commission

c.

Review and make recommendations regarding any entitlement requests, in
accordance with authority delegated by the planning and zoning commission or
platting board under this title.

Determine eligibility for a proposed neighborhood conservation overlay district,
assist in the preparation of a neighborhood conservation plan, and make a
recommendation regarding the plan to the planning and zoning commission,
pursuant to section 21.04.070D.

Perform those duties stated in title 7, relating to the art funding requirements for
public buildings and facilities.

Designate historic signs pursuant to subsection 21.12.070F.

Exercise such other powers, and perform such other duties, as are provided by
law.

B. Recommended Qualifications

At least four members of the urban design commission should have professional experience in
architecture, planning, landscape architecture, horticulture, enginaering, or practical experience
and knowledge of design issues in the municipality.

21.02.090 GEQOTECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMISSION

A. Powers and Duties

1. The geotechnical advisory commission shall serve as a technical advisory board in the
municipality as established in AMC section 4.50.050.

2. The commission shall act in an advisory capacity to the assembly, the mayor, boards,
commissions, and heads of municipal departments and agencies, and shall have the
following responsibililies:

B. Qualifications

To make recommendations and give advice on geotechnical engineering issues
and natural hazards risk mitigation.

To recommend and review special studies relating to geotechnical engineering
and natural hazards risk mitigation issues.

To act in an advisory capacity regarding proposed development located in high
or moderate show avalanche hazard zones, in areas designated with high or very
high suscepfibility to seismically induced ground failure, and in areas susceptible
to other natural hazards.

At least four members of the geotechnical advisory commission shall possess professional civil
engineering registration in the state of Alaska and have knowledge of past studies of the natural
hazards affecting the municipality. The remaining members shall have skills and experience that
complement the overall mission of the commission (e.g., struclural engineering, geoclogy,
hydrology, seismolegy, planning).

Title 21: Land Use Planning

Anchaorage, Alaska

PUBLIG HEARING DRAFT — SEPTEMBER 2006
Page 12
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attendance requirements be clearly stated in this section. Another felt that to
be duplicative of language already in Title 4.

P.23-24, lines 35-28....... This section deals with the appeal and
reconsideration process. The Assembly dealt with these issues in a recent
code amendment. The committee wants to be sure the language here fully
aligned with that new code language.

p. 25, lines 19-23 ........ This section requires the Assembly to take no final
action until it has received recommendations from subordinate bodies. The
committee believes sometimes speed is important and would like to add new
language exempting this requirement if a super majority of the Assembly
agrees.

p. 27, line 24-25......... This requires ZEBA to review and ratify each of
the Director’s decisions regarding unlisted uses. We believe this should be
changed from “review and ratify” to “hear and decide appeals” of the
Director’s decisions on unlisted uses. If there is no objection to a Director’s
decision why create more work for a Board or Commission?

p. 28, line 6-7....... Board of Adjustment composition---add provision for
one or two alternates to the three member board so the work load can be
occasionally shifted. The current practice now with one alternate is to assign
the alternate to cases on a regular basis and thus allow the other members
some relief from the work load. If there were two alternates, this efficient
use of our volunteers could be increased.

p. 28-29 Urban Design Commission

Concern was expressed about the level of responsibility given to the UDC.
Some members felt UDC responsibilities could be transferred to other
existing bodies and that this would expedite decision making. There were
concerns about the broad scope of responsibilities listed in Section 4, lines
26-29. The committee would like to delete Section 6, line 36-37 requiring
the UDC to review capital improvement plans and to recommend measures
for their implementation. We also suggested amending Section 7, to read
exercise such other powers and perform such other duties as delegated. The
recommended qualifications for UDC members should include business,
project management and budget experience



Chapter 21,02: Boards, Commissions, and Municipal Administratio
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21.02.070 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT"
A. Raview and Daclslon-Making Raaponsibliities

As authorized by Saction 5.07 of the Anchorage Municipal Charter and Section
4,05.020 of the Anchorage Municipal Code, there Is 8 Board of Adjustment, which
shall decide appeals in accordance with Chapter 21.03.210, Appeals, from:2

1. Declsions regarding the approval or disapproval of a plat or variance from the
provisions of Chapler 21.08, Subdivision Standards; and

2, Dacislons regarding the approval or disapproval of applicatlons for approvat of
conditonal uses,

B. Composition

There shall be a three-member Board of Adjustment, whose members ara nominated
by the Mayor and confirmed by the Assembly for three-year staggered terms. The

Board's seats shall be designated Seats 1, 2, and 3] .

21.02.080 URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION
A, Review and Declslion-Making Responsibllities

There shail be an Urban Deslgn Commission, which shall have the powers and duties
set forth in Table 21.02-1, to be carried out in accordance with the terms of this Title.

B. Other Powers and I:Iu!les24

In addition, the Urban Design Commission shall have the following powers and duties,
to be carrled out In accordance with the terms of this Title:

1. Advise the Mayor and Assembly regarding urban design matters;

2. Review and decide spedial limitations of zonlng map amendments, conditional
uses, and plats in accordance with authority delegated by the Planning and
Zoning Commission or Platting Board under this Titte] .~ __

3. Review and decide upon applications for highway screening landscaping
approval under [Section 24.15.030.);

% NOTE: This saction reflects changes ta the land uge code under the recently drafted ordinance AO 2003-58. This saction
conlaing no specific cules of procedure, reflecting the absence of such provisions in the recant ordinance language. Fomerly, the
BOA section was net in compliance with Charter Section 5.07, which required "quorum and voling requirements” to b part of any
authorization for the Assembly to act as the Board of Adjusiment. Since the Assaembly ia no longer acting as the BOA, the
provislons in the recent ordinance now meet municipal requiements. Without specific rules, the BOA is empowered (by AMC
4.05.120) 1o estaliksh [ts own nulas. Should the Assembly wish (o provide such rules, we need feedback on this draft to determine
if general sules will ba doveloped, or if hallarplate rules should ba specifically adapled to the BOA section.

@ NOTE: Map and laxt interpretations, a typlcal BOA function, are not Included In the board's cusrent gowers. In fact, the
ntempraiation powees are stil unclear [n this draft.

2 NOTE: This draft section camies forward the pravisions, as amended of propoged for amendmant, of AMC 21.10.028. This
section meflacts modifications based on the proposed changes to the UDC In planning case # 2003-040. Several new UDC
authorities are also included, as noted. As discussed In the Dlagnosis and Oulline, the authority of the UDC I8 & major policy
issue and will continus to requine ongolng discyussion.

PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT - JULY 2003

Titfe 21: Land Use Planning (Module 1)
Page 14

Anchorage, Alaska
Clarlon Associates

+- - - Deleted: 21.02.100 B

" { pelebed: Munidpal Staff

AdJustment ehouid Yo able W set thalr

Comment: PZC: the Board of
own rules.

Comment: PZC: a part "C-
Recommended Cualifications™ should
be added.

R

-| Commant: AK: Thia section

completely ignores earfier
cofreapondanca from the Siates of
Alaska Department of Law axpressing
deep resarvationa about theso
changes to the Urban Deslgn
Commisston responsiblilias.

-1 Commentz Z5: Staff wanted b

snaure that tha spacific reviews go to
the comect Boards. There should not
e separate or different procedures
for pubtic fachifeq, such as rcads and
buildings that are different from
private projects. )

Commant: AK: This section glves
authority to the Urban Design
Commisalon to be the goveming body
to approve or deny applications for
public faciities site selection, jeasing,
and site plans. Howaver, AS
29.71.800 {10) establishes the
Assambly us having this authority.

{ Comment: Z5: Stalf haa concems |

with this. It neads to be very clear
that they recommend only on these,
and the Assambly have final authority
over SL's and PZC on conditional
usas.

-




Chapter 21.02: Boards, Commiasion
Sec.

10.

1.

Review and decide upon Individual street and highway landscape plans In
accordance with Section 24.15.030;

Review and make recommendations {o the Planning and Zoning Commisslon
reganding rezoning, conditional use, and plating cases for sites within the
cenbral business district (CBD), and for sites within any mixed use or fown
conter districts as defined in Chapter 21.04, Zoning Districls. (possible to
mova this to Table 21.02-1)

Reviaw and make recommendations to the adminisirative official charged with
making dacislons on site plans and other administratively reviewed cases for
sites within the cenlral business district (CBD), and for sites within any mb(eztjz
use or town center districts as defined in Chapter 21.04, Zoning Districts,
{possible to mave this to Table 21.02-1)

Review and make recommendatigns to the Mayor and Assembly regarding
any state or municipal plan or program affacting urban design or aesthetics in
the Municipality. The Planning and Zoning Commission shall review these
plans prior to fransmittal to the Mayor and Assembly.

Review and make recommendations on design standards and guldelines,
ordinancas affecting urban design, and urban design studies end plans to the
Mayor and Assembly. These slandards, ordinances, and plans shall be
reviewed by the Planning and Zoning Commission prior to submittal to the
Mayor or Assembly.

Annually, before preparation of the capltal improvement program, prepare and
submit to the Mayor a list of publle facility projects needing Improvements but
not scheduled for major remodeling, construction, or reconstruction. The list
shali Include cost estimates for each project and Indicate each project's

prodty] .. -

Review, adept, and recommend fo the Mayor and Assembly any updates and
amendments to the street and highway landscape plan and the capital
improvements plan, and recommend measures to implement those plans.
This plan shall be reviewed by the Planning and Zening Commission prior to
submittal to the Mayor and Assembly.

Exercise such other powers, and perform such other dulies, as are provided
by law.

2 NOTE: Sectlons 5 and 6 were added based on feedback regarding UDC capabifites recelved during Glarion visits 1o Anchorage.
This language Is based on no pror ordinance and prasumes tha daesire for a graater, more substantive role for the UDC, The
status of the UDG ordinance and refated discuasions will determine the viabllity of this provision.

B NOTE: This saction reflects modifications based on the propesed changss to the UDG in planning case # 2003-040, updated and
revisad by proposed ordinance AO 2003-__,

Title 21: Land Use Planning (Module 1)
Anchorage, Alagha
Claelon Asscclates

PUBLIG REVIEW DRAFT - JULY 2003
Page 15

- - - | Deteted: 21.02.100
" { Deletad: Munlcipal Statt

-
-

-] Commentt AK: This pravision must

be restrictad to Municipal fecliities.
The local govermment does not have
the power to plan for or decide
improvements for Slate or Federal
faciiitien,




Chapter 24,02: Boards, Com
Sec.

C.  |aualifications? |

Deleted: 21.02.100

Delated: Municipal Staff
croTTTTTTTTT Commentz AK: This provision s

At least four membars of the Urban Deslgn Commisslon khall possess degrees In | insufficlent o Insure thet adequately
archltecture, planning, landscape architecture, or law, las well a9 pracfical experiance ', [ ieined pecple are appointed to the
and knowledpe of deslgn issues in the Municipatity. N

S UDC, given the new powers under
v this rovised Tite. The provision, ate
21.02.090 GEOTECHNICAL. ADVISORY COMMISSION

——

% | minimum, should require practical
1+ | experience In implemantation and
A knowledge of budgets and funding
A, Authority 1 | sources.
L', | Comment: PZC: renama
1. The Geotechnical Advisory Commisslon shall serve as a technical advisory ' | "Recommended Qualifications”.
board In the Municlpality as established In Seciion 4.50.050 of the Anchorage - v g
Municlpai Code, i Comment: PZC: “sha¥™ should not
\ } beused but possibly “should” or other
2. The Commission shall act In an advisary capacity to the Assembly, the Mayor, [ weainiatore 1oy o daline. J
and heads of live departments, hall have the foltowin !
and ne of execulive departments, and shall have 9 powers and [ m ',‘..ch’ proTser—
a. Ta make recommendations and glve advice on gectechnical matters,
including but not limited to revisions to the Anchorage Environmental
Atlas.
b. To make such speclal studles on geotechnical matters as may be ,{commutz PS: by whom? ]
designated fromlimetotime. __ _ ___________ _______
c To act in an advisory capacity to the Platting Board and Planning and
Zoning Commission regarding proposed subdivision plats located In
high or moderate snow avalanche hazard zones and proposed
dovelopment location in areas designated with high or very high
susceplibility to selsmically Induced ground fallure,
B. Qualifications®

At least five members of the Geoltechnical Advisory Commission shall possess
appropriate  technical qualifications, including professional registrations and

cortifications, practical experience, and knowledge of geotechnical sfudies ulilized by
the Municipality.
21.02.100 MUNICIPAL STAFFY

Municipa!l departments shall have the review and deciston-making responsibliiies set forth In
Table 21.02-1, to be carried out In accordance with the terms of this Title. The depariments

* NOTE: Per siaff request, this I3 a suggested naw qualifcations statement. The intent bekind requiring qualifications in only some
memhbers is (o provide a balance of thoss with professional qualifications, also those who have a more general knowledge of the
issues balng heard by the hody.

* NOTE: This section refterates and expands ugon the |anguage of 4.50.060 creating the Geatachnical Advisory Cormmission,

¥ NOTE: Per staff raquaest, this 13 a suggested new quallfications atatement. The intent behind requiving qualifications in only somo
members ls lo provide a balance of thosa with professional gualifications, also these who have a more general knowtedga of the
|ssues belng heard by the body.

¥ NOTE: Per direction from the legal departmant in May 2003, this section containa genesic langusge about staff responalbliities
under the code.

This approach should allow maximum flexibility, In case duties shit among departments, or in case of
reorganization under the new admiistration, We have relocaled tha old provisions from the code into the file of submittal
requirements that is baing submitied along with thia draft chapter.

Title 24: Land Use Planning {(Madiie 1)
Anchorage, Alaska

PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT - JULY 2003
Pago 18
Clarion Assoclatos



Sec. |. Administrative Hearing Officer
Chapter 21-2. BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION

is eliminating the BOA and sending appeals of all regulatory decisions to Superior Court.
We seek feedback from the Municipality on this matter.

I Administrative Hearing Officer

Under current AMC 21.10.035, the Administrative Hearing Officer (AHO) has a role in
some conditional use cases delegated by the Planning and Zoning Commission. In
practice, the AHO hears evidence and makes decisions in enforcement actions but has
not been used for conditional use review in a significant amount of time. The AHO will
be carried forward within the Title 21 revision, with the authority of the AHO
comprehensively defined in this section to include enforcement authority, the authority to
hear and decide beneficial use determinations (discussed in more detail in the following
chapter), and possibly the authority to hear cases currently under the jurisdiction of the
Board of Adjustment. The revision of this section will also incorporate relevant
provisions regarding the AHO that are currently located in Title 14.

We have heard some complaints about the willingness of the AHO to grant continuances
too frequently; we will discuss this further with the Municipal Attorney to determine if it is
a problem that should be addressed in the new Title 21.

J. Urban Design Commission
No other existing board has generated as much attention in terms of a need for
redefinition during this process as the Urban Design Commission. Under the current
ordinance, the UDC receives reviews from other commissions, but typically only at the
discretion of those other bodies. This has resulted in an unclear mission and highly
variable application of the UDC review authority.

We recommend that the Title 21 revision focus the UDC's role on the central business
district and possibly mixed-use districts and town centers, where detailed design is
generally agreed upon as important to the success of development projects. However,
we will need to work with staff and other consultant teams that are developing the
commarclal design standards and other related efforts to determine the exact role that
the UDC should play in such areas. We anticipate that staff will also play a major role in
architectural design review, which is typical in other communities.

While we recommend that the UDC be given clear authority to focus and comment on
these important issues, we recommend reevaluation of many of the UDC's current other
roles, as listed in AMC 21.10.028, in order to determine whether they are still necessary.
It will be important to not burden the new UDC so much that it drifts away from its core

mission.

K. Geotechnical Advisory Commission
The Geotechnical Advisory Commission is an appointed board that receives
administrative support from Planning Depariment staff. The duties of this board are
outlined in the current AMC 4.50.050. The GAC, in its advisory capacity to the Platting
Board and Planning and Zoning Commission, reviews proposed subdivision plats that
are located in high or moderate snow avalanche hazard zones and proposed
development located in areas mapped as having high or very high seismically induced
ground failure susceptibility. We propose carrying forward the current provisions with no
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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE
ASSEMBLY INFORMATION MEMORANDUM
NO. AIM 47-2007

Meeting Date: April 10, 2007

From: Assemblymembers Birch
Subject: Summary of Economic Effects for AO 2007-37

Attached to this memo is the Summary of Economic Effects for AO 2007-37, regarding an
ordinance of the Anchorage Municipal Assembly repealing AMC sections 4.40.125 and
21.10.028, Urban Design Commission, and amending AMC Chapter 7.40 to remove the
Urban Design Commission from the jury in selection of art in public facilities, and proving
for transition of Advisory urban Design Commission work in progress to the Planning and
Zoning Commission.

Prepared By: Steven B. King, Utility Budget Analyst
Reviewed By: Guadalupe Marroquin
Submitted By: Assemblymembers Birch
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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE

Summary of Economic Effects -- General Government
An ordinance of the Anchorage Municipal Assembly repealing AMC sections
4.40.125 and 21.10.028, Urban Design Commission, and amending AMC
Chapter 7.40 to remove the Urban Design Commission from the jury in selection
of art in public facilities, and proving for transition of Advisory urban Design
Commission work in progress to the Planning and Zoning Commission.
AO Number: 2007-37 Title:

Sponsor: Assemblymember Birch
Preparing Agency.  Assembly

Others Impacted: Urban Design Commission and Planning and Zoning Commission

CHANGES IN EXPENDITURES AND REVENUES:

(In Thousands of Dollars)
FY07 FY08 FY09 FY10 FY11

Operating Expenditures

1000 Personal Services $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -

2000 Non-Labor See below See helow See below See below See below

3900 Contributions

4000 Debt Service
TOTAL DIRECT COSTS: $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Add: 6000 Charges from Others
Less. 7000 Charges to Others
FUNCTION COST: $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
REVENUES:
CAPITAL:

POSITIONS: FT/PT and Temp

PUBLIC SECTOR ECONOMIC EFFECTS:

There is a potential of increased costs to the public sector in regards to additional members being added to the
Pianning and Zoning Commission - these cost would likely not be significant.

PRIVATE SECTOR ECONOMIC EFFECTS:

There could be significant cost to the private sector depending on new workloads. Many projects could be delayed due

to the increased volume of cases going to one commission as opposed to two; that may translate into incregsed project
and development costs to the applicants. =
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Reviewed by: Guadalupe Marroquin Telephone: 343-4376 = =
T e
|



